
c. 1 970/07/22 


•r * 


MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: Breakfast Meeting with Ambassadors Bruce, Bunker 

and Mr. Kissinger at 8:30, July 22, 1970 



Purpose of Meeting 

You are scheduled to breakfast with Ambassadors Bunker and Bruce 
and myself at 8:30 on July 22. The purpose of this breakfast meeting 
a * +n ^r* 011 ***'*' hnfVi a * m_ba 9 s ador 8 remain totallv responsive to vour 

direction and control for the upcoming Southeast Asian negotiations 
and your subsequent peace initiative. To accomplish this kind of 
control, it is essential that Ambassador Bruce and to a lesser extent 
Ambassador Bunker understand completely that the timing and moduli 
ties are to be firmly in your hands; that they are to look to you for 
guidance normally through the Secretary of State but when necessary 
through privileged back channels; and that they are in effect on your 
team. You may wish to recap the most important disciplinary and 
control guidance that you outlined at yesterday's NSC meeting and 
further underline the importance that you place upon these issues. 

Talking Points 

-- Reiterate that you intend to pursue a confident and firm posture 
with the other side. 

-- Emphasize to both Ambassadors the importance that you place 
on secrecy with respect to the game plan discussed yesterday. 

-- Remind Ambassador Bruce that you wish him to maintain a low 
profile with the press, at least through the month of August and 
until the initiative is launched in mid-September. 

-- Inform both Ambassadors that the White House has been main- 
taining some dialogue with the Soviets on East-West relations, 


DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 12958, Sect. 3.6 



— 2 - 


■ TO ’ P SECRET /SENSITIVE 


SALT and Southeast Asia and that you wish to keep the focus of 
the dialogue in this channel. For this reason, Ambassador 
Bruce should avoid contacts with Soviet representatives in Paris 
and insure that his delegation abides by these guidelines. 

-- With respect to the peace initiative, recap your wishes that: 

1. Ambassador Bruce use the month of August to carefully 
assess the other side's attitude and to avoid any indication 
of over eagerness or vacillation on our part 0 

2. Insure that all U.S. parties prepare methodically for the 
September initiative. In this regard Ambassador Bunker 
should feel free to communicate directly to the President 
+VifnncrV> AAr* sginaer "if anv si ptis of friction develop with 

President Thieu. 

3. Ambassador Bunker should on a restricted basis carefully 
review the NSC ceasefire paper and insure that General Abrams 
does the same. This is important in that after the initiative 

is launched in September, it will be necessary to decide on 
the precise type of ceasefire arrangements that we might 
ultimately pursue. We should have, however, additional 
time to make this decision, 

~~ Re-emphasize to both Ambassadors that should the enemy under- 
take a meaningful provocation either before or after the initiative 
is launched that you intend to take strong retaliatory action against 
North Vietnam. 

-- Again remind both men that past experiences have confirmed the 
importance of the strictest discipline and that you consider both 
men to be your personal representatives in the conduct of this 
most sensitive and important inis s ion. You expect them to feel 
free at any time to forward their views directly to you through 
Mr. Kissinger if in their view any snags are developing or any 
bureaucratic distortions are creeping into their guidance. 

Thank both men for their continuing contributions which you 
recognize are being made at the greatest personal sacrifice 
~~ a sacrifice which will, however, enable them to play key 
roles in the ultimate solution to the most vexing and grave 

problem facing the nation. 
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